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We do windows...mirrors... and glass

Commercial/Residential
• Screens, windows/patio doors, broken or foggy

• Mirrors for bath or bedroom
• Glass tops - tables, desks, patios
• Shower doors • Store fronts

Cars, Trucks & Vans
• In-shop & mobile service

• New & used glass installation
• All foreign & domestic makes

Insurance claims welcome

*FREE ESTIMATES*

Crow River Glass, Inc.
125 Michigan St. NE, Hutchinson

320-587-2868
www.crowriverglass.com

Business Hours

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Stop in today for all 
your rental needs!

Plumbing, heating, cooling, and 

sheet metal experts since 1985!
LIC# 067203-PM • Bonded, Insured

New 97.4% Furnaces!
1303 Union Ave N, Glencoe, MN 55336

320-864-6335

DOBRAVA BROTHERS, INC.
— In business since 1985 —

Rent-It-Center Plumbing & Heating

“See the difference we make”
Interior & Exterior

Residential & Commercial
Decks • Pressure Washing
Ceiling Texture & Repair

Drywall & Repair
Wallpaper Removal

Staining & Varnishing

Cell: 320-412-6749

320-234-7927

Fully
Insured

Free

Estimates

Schauer 
& Sons
Construction

320-327-3170
• Houses  • Remodeling

• Pole Barns  • Reclads

• Concrete & Masonry

• New Constructions

• Light Commercial

Licensed 
& Bonded

#20230114

HIRSCH
ROOFING

• New Roofing • Tear Offs

• Roof Repair

CALL JOHN FOR YOUR

FREE ESTIMATE

Winsted, MN 55395
(320) 485-2518

CONKLIN DEALERS
NEEDED!

855-238-2370
www.frankemarketing.com

If you are interested in precision 

farming, products to increase crop

yields, long distance lubricants, 

energy efficient building products,

drug free animal products, 

concentrated cleaning products, 

becoming a sales manager, then call

Ken & Myra Franke 
now for a free catalog!

Franke’s Conklin Service

By Alyssa Schauer
Staff Writer

Ken and Myra Franke of Plato never
imagined the blessings they would re-
ceive when they first started selling
Conklin products in their auto repair
garage in 1981.

The Frankes married and built a
house together all in one year, 1959,
and later purchased the mechanic
business Ken was working for, where
they were first introduced to Conklin
products.

“We had a farmer stop into the shop
in 1981, and he showed me some Con-
klin products and told me I should be
selling them in my shop. And that’s
how we got into the Conklin busi-
ness,” Ken said. 

Conklin is a manufacturing and dis-
tribution company that provides
“green” products for your home, lawn,
vehicle, healthcare, farm, animals, and
the like.

He said once the city knew he and
Myra sold Conklin products, women in
carloads would show up to the shop,
waiting to buy, and men would call in,
looking for the “best” agriculture prod-
ucts.

“They really have superior products.
Myra and I especially used their lawn
products when we had our lawn
spraying service,” Ken said. 

In February of 1983, the Frankes had
an auction at their repair garage and
sold the business, and that year, they
started up their own lawn business. 

Ken said he noticed a lawn-chemical
truck roll through Plato then, coming
all the way from Minneapolis, and re-
alized the potential for their own busi-
ness in lawn care.

“After the auction, I always had it in
my mind to do lawn care. I like nice
lawns,” Ken Franke said. 

He and Myra purchased lawn spray-
ing equipment, started advertising
their business, and he took lawn care
courses to get certification, while Myra
took care of the paperwork and secre-
tarial duties. 

That first year, the Frankes had 28
clients and their reputation grew. Sev-
enteen years later, in 2000, they had
952 lawns to service in four months,
and over 1,400 clients in their data-
base throughout the Glencoe, Stewart,
Brownton, and Hutchinson area. 

Ken said he and Myra used Conklin
products in their business, and pro-
moted their services with various
demonstrations, including the time he
used Conklin lawn fertilizer to write
“Hi” in the city park. 

“That was a good demo. The fertil-
ized grass was so green, and the Mayor
said, ‘You should have sprayed the
whole park!’” Ken laughed.

He tested every two years to keep
up his certification  in lawn services,
earning a class E license. 

“The kinds of things we test on in-
clude general ground characteristics,
safety, applying the right products,
and whatnot,” Ken said. 

He also shared some ways to keep a
“beautiful lawn,” including:

• Water deeply and infrequently. 
• Stay away from excessive amounts

of quick-release fertilizer. 
• Use a flexible rake. Do not use gar-

den rakes on lawns. 
• Kill dandelions in the fall. That is

the best season to rid of the weeds. 
“You’ve got to feed the plant, not the

soil, and you don’t want to cut your
lawn too short either,” he  said. 

Ken said a lot of companies only rid
of the hazardous waste instead of pro-
moting growth in the plants. 

This year is the first year in 30 years
Ken is not recertifying his license. 

“We sold most of our clients to Kurt
Bussler in the area. He is doing really
well for himself, and Myra and I, well,
we will keep selling Conklin products
and focus on sponsoring new dealers.
It’ll be a good retirement for us,” Ken
said. 

“It’s such a great company to work
for. It’s Christian-based. They remind
you that ‘God is your partner.’ And the
fact that their products are ‘green’ is re-
ally great,” he added. 

Myra agreed. “We have been
blessed, and continue to be blessed.”

“We really enjoy it. We have been
able to go on trips and pay off debt
working for Conklin. We’ve been to
Hawaii twice and to Cancun. And the
company paid for it! I encourage any-
one looking to start their own busi-
ness to get into Conklin. They change
lives. They changed our lives,” Ken
said. 

The Frankes are looking for inter-
ested people to “catch the vision” of
Conklin. If interested in being a Con-
klin dealer, contact the Frankes at 320-
238-2370. 

“You could say we live, eat, and sleep
Conklin. As long as we can walk and
talk, we’ll do this. We enjoy it, and we
really love being able to help other
people. To be able to help them solve
their problems,” Myra said. 

Frankes ‘blessed’ with Conklin

Ken and Myra Franke have been work-
ing with and selling Conklin products
for over 30 years. The couple agrees
they have been "blessed" working for
Conklin.
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WELCOME TO CONKLIN PRODUCTS
World Champions use Conklin Products!

Save, Earn, Business Opportunity!

CONLKIN PRODUCTS ARE HIGH QUALITY, NEW TECHNOLOGY, DESIGNED TO BE
COST EFFECTIVE AND HELP TO BETTER THE ENVIRONMENT!

Ken & Myra Franke, Box 123, Plato, MN 55370 | 320-238-2370 or 855-238-2570 | www.frankemarketing.com

MOUNTAIN STREAM – Mountain Stream Distilled Water

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS OWNER
Dealers Needed

Lubricants & Vehicle Products

Vehicle Products for Maintenance of Everything from
Semis to Farm Equipment to Race Cars
Performance and savings for all your motoring needs
Discover motor oils, fuel conditioners, transmission fluids, gear oils and greases that no-
ticeably enhance the performance and greatly extend the life of your vehicles. Our inno-
vative products significantly improve fuel and lubrication systems, and continue to
advance the private and commercial automotive care industry.
Conklin® vehicle products will:
• Lower maintenance costs
• Outperform other leading brands
• Extend the life of your vehicles

Animal Products

Conklin® Fastrack® The first natural preventive health 
program for animals
Over twenty-five years ago, visionary Conklin researcher Dr. Eugene Stearns developed
the first animal probiotic to improve the health and performance of food-producing ani-
mals. His ALL NATURAL formula of beneficial bacteria, yeast culture, and enzymes re-
sulted in greater milk, meat, and poultry production when fed – and became Conklin’s
‘SIGNATURE PRODUCT,’Fastrack Microbial Pack.
Fastrack has gained industry recognition for continuous formulation improvement, which
formed the basis of our comprehensive program of species-specific Fastrack products
covering the entire Life Cycle.
A progressive array of gels, boluses, microbial packs, and supplements now make up a
line of products for the newborn through senior years that:
• enhance immune response to pathogen challenge and stress
• general health maintenance
• production
• performance
• digestion
• reproductive and physiological needs of all animals

Agronomic Products

Consult with Conklin® Crop Management Experts for 
Increased Yields on Your Farm.
AgroVantage® has become one of the most advanced and proven crop management sys-
tems available. That’s why the number of Certified Crop Advisors and progressive pro-
ducers who recommend and use the AgroVantage System continues to grow. Developed
through more than two decades of field trials and national research, the AgroVantage
System will boost the genetic potential of your crops, increase yields and maximize your
return on investment. The AgroVantage System is profitable and beneficial because of:
• In-depth soil testing. This helps you identify your soil’s limiting factors and 
recommends nutrients to positively impact your yields.

• Quality, proven products that maximize the potential of your soil and seed genetics. 
With AgroVantage, you never spend your input dollars on nutrients your plants won’t use.

• Ongoing technical and practical training. Discover a completely different way of 
feeding your plants.

As we continue to add growers who use our AgroVantage system, along with more National
Corn Growers Association (NCGA) national and state yield champions, we are establishing
ourselves as the crop management system of choice for today’s top producers. That’s why
you owe it to yourself to check out Conklin’s AgroVantage System.

Family Care Products

Essential and Targeted Nutrition for Vibrant Health
Conklin customers have enjoyed the very best in natural nutrition far in advance of other
health-minded people. We first offered a probiotic supplement for human digestive health
years before the general public understood how important probiotics are to overall health
and immune function. Now, while other supplement companies play catch-up, Conklin
has launched a second-generation probiotic whose quality can’t be touched.
Examples of Conklin’s cutting-edge supplements:
• Probiotic Support™ Next Generation — five probiotic strains plus five enzymes.
• His Defense™ and Her Defense™, Next Generation -- Vegan formula ... designed 
especially for male and female health challenges

• Orchard Omegas™, Next Generation -- Vegan formula for your health

Consumer Products

Conklin® professional strength cleaners – Customer 
favorites for over forty years
Once you try Conklin cleaners, you’ll understand why they inspire such loyalty. Profes-
sional cleaners swear by the fast-acting formulas that erase all kinds of dirt, grease, and
grime from almost any surface. They won’t use anything else – and neither will you.
Professional strength for professional performance
• Mox® cleans circles around other multi-purpose cleaners
• Sanox® will go toe-to-toe with any hospital-strength disinfectant
• Bontz® makes ovens, stoves, and grills shine with little scrubbing

And these are just a few of our customer favorites that clean fast, clean deep, and leave
every surface glowing.
Concentrated for significant savings
After forty years, Conklin’s concentrated cleaners are still the most economical choice,
because you’re buying pure cleaning power – not gallons of water. One quart of Mox con-
centrate makes sixteen 22-ounce bottles of multi-purpose cleaner. Now THAT’S green for
the planet AND your budget.

Building Products

Put your trust in Roofing Systems that Perform
Back in 1977, Conklin formulated acrylic roofing coatings, which offer superior protection
against the elements and provide substantial energy efficiency. Since that time, many
companies have entered the cool, reflective roof coatings market; however, no other com-
pany offers what Conklin does. Conklin Roofing Systems combine superior-quality prod-
ucts with over 30 years of tested, proven, and trusted performance to deliver unsurpassed
value for building owners, property managers, and contractors alike
The bottom line is that a roof is a long-term investment -- not just another expense. And
whether you're a roofing contractor, building owner, or facility manager, you can be sure
that Conklin Roofing Systems are a smart investment to keep your bottom line strong.


